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SPEAKING 


AND 


ACTION; 


To be obſerved 


At the BAR, in the PULPIT 
and the SENATE, and by 
every one that 8YEAK S in 
PuBLICK. 


ia a Lz Tra to a FRIEND. 


Eb enim Actio quaſi Corporis quedam E- 
quentia, cùm Conſtet é Voce atque Motu. 
Vocis Mutationes totidem ſunt, quot Aui- 


morum, qui Maximè Voce Commoventur. 
Tor. 
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SPEAKING 
| n 
a. 

\ VERY Orator ſhould 
form in his Mind a ve- 
ry ſtrong {dee of the 
Subject he is upon, and be firſt 


thoroughly touch'd with his 
Diſcourſe 


of 6 * | 
| Diſcourſe himſelf, before he can 
expect to touch and move o- 
thers. | 
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Trzrz muſt be nothing 
offenſive to the Ear in Pronun- 
ciation, nor to the Eye in Acti- 
on; but all Speech 25 Geſture 
ſhould ſeem Natural, and the 
nearer they come to Mature, the 
nearer they are to Perfection. 


DEMO STHENME S ex- 
ercis d his Yozce, and regulated his 
Acrion, before a great Glaſs; but 
you, 81, may ſooner learn to 
excel, by ſeeing and hearing good 
Patterns, imitating what you like, 
avoiding, or altering, what you 
diſlike in them, a 15 by employ- 


5 ing a Faithful and Ne 
Friend to correct the Errors in 


your wes oof and Accent. 
A Fiz 
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„ F IRM . Voice, " and 
a ſtrong Pronunciation, are very 
great Advantages to any Man 
who ſpeaks in publick ; but. then 
an Orator ſhould take Care to 
deliver himſelf Clearly, ' Smooth- 
ly, and not ſo Loud as to put his 
Voice upon the Stretch: For all 
boiſterous Morus and Actions are 
unartful and offenſive; and we 
may obſerve; that Stentor i is not 
numbered among, Homer's fine 
Speakers; and that Cicero deri - 
ded the eee of his 11 
for their Noiſe and Bawling | 
if VBRY 4 * if * a For: 
fill the Place where he ſpeaks, 
but. if He exceeds the. Natural 
Key of his Voice, it will. be nei- 
Ko Sweet, nor Soft, nor Agree: 
able; he will not be able to give 
every 


every Hyllable its full and diſtinct 
Sound, nor to pronounce the 
Words concluding a Period, 
which ſhould always be ſpoke : 
Audibly, ſo as to be heard with- 
out Pain. „ 


80 far, 81, ſhould an Ora- 
tor be from ſpeaking in one con- 
rinued Tone, that he ought above 
all Things to ſtudy the > ariation 
of his Voice; yet it ſhould be 
done in ſuch a regular Manner, 
as to change with the ſeveral dif | 
ferent Parts of the Subject, and 
yet be always ſo equal 8 it felfp 
as to preſerve the Harmony of 
Speech. But this cannot be pre- 
ſerved, when the Voice is varied 
with too great a Diſfinction; and 
therefore it ſhould ſlide from one 
Key to aper and rather glide 
like 


(099 
like a gentle stream, than pour 
Gown like en Torrent. 


Taz Art eels auen con- 
. fiſts in Hig hngſt and Lowneſs, Ve- 
Bemence and Sof tnefs;Swiftneſs and 
Slowngfs : The leſs affeFed the V,. a- 
riation of the Voice is, "tis the 
better and more pleaſing 3 and 
the eaſjeſt and ſureſt Way to learn 
it to Perfection, is by reading A 
loud in private study, minding 
how we ſpeak in Common Con- 
verſation, and repeating of Tra 
gedies, where all the various Turns 
of Humane Paſſions are repreſent- 
ed, and underſtanding ſome what 
a pay af and Mu ert. * 


N Cb and abe Voice 
| beſt informs the Unllerſtanding; 25 
and a Moderate Sound is moſt a- 
greeable? to che Ear, if tis Di, 

Kl B tint?, 


(10 

tin, and eaſie to be heard; but 
yet there are ſome Caſes, S1 x, in 
which the Voice muſt be neither 


e nor M aderate. 6" 


bis How Inftance,---All N 
tions and Imprecations muſt be 
Violent; good Actions ſhould be 
expreſs d in a Lofty. Accent, bad 
Ones with a Tone of Anger and 
Diſdain; the Hap N or the 
Miſery of 8 ought to 
carry an Higber Air of Regard 
than that of a private Man; = 
Wonders of xt Fn ſhould be 
mentioned in a Grave Voice, and 
yet full of Audmiration; Words 
of Complaint muſt be in a Me!an- 
 choly Tone, and Words of Leſſen- 
ing in a Low one; when we preſs 
an Adverſary, the Voice ſhould'be 
Brist and Quick: ; when we ad- 

dreſs to Inanimates, it ought to be 
TP! ; Higher 
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ir) 
Higher than when to Animates; 
when we appeal to Heaven, it muſt 
be in a Loftier Tone than when to 
Men; Joy and Sorrow, Fear and 
Boldneſs, Reſentment and Com- 
paſſion, Eſteem and Contempt, de- 
mand Different Looks and Actions. 


W ſhould alſo Change the 
Voice in a Proſopopæia, and ſpeak 
as the Perſon introduced would; 
in an Antithefis, the one Contrary 
muſt be Louder than the other 
in a Climax, the Voice ſhould Ri/e 
with it; in Dialogue, it ſhould 
Alter with the Parts; in a Repeti- 
tion, it ſhould be Loudeft in the 
ſecond Place; Emphatical Words, 
ſuch as Certainly, Aſuredly, Me- 
ceſſarily, muſt be pronounced with 
a Force and Diſtinction: Words 
of Quality, ſuch as Grand, High, 
ſhould have a Seręſs laid on them; 
| | B 2 _ 


(cas) 
and ſo mult Words of mung wa 
Boral. Hor 


„An —— Sin, Gould Begin 
ſs 6 a low and modeſt Voice, 
Raiſe it by Degrees as the Subject 
requires, and Conclude with — 
and Triumph, and Satisfaction. 
He muſt not ſpeak Broad, nor 
with the Mouth ide-open 3 he 
ſhould. not. deliver - himſelf too 
Faft, nor too Slow, but in ſuch 
a Manner as the Ear of the Hearer 
may keep Pace with the yes 
10 che Weaber: ni 


Weg a0 Onnen recovers from 
4 Palſion, or a Tranſport, the 
Hoice ſhould be Loet d; and 
when a fa Jloming: Period needs a 
| eve Elevation than ordinary, 
he muſt gau, RY 1 e 
for. it. ig US x6 5 
DAL SJ A 


0 13 ) ” 
7 n Petiod: mould be 


pronounced in a Breath, and he - 
muſt fetch Breath in a long Sen- 
tence \ only at Semi- colons. He 
ſhould never Pauſe in the Middle 
of an Expreſſion, but at the End 
of a Periods: and it muſt be Short 
aſter a Shore One, and Rs *** 


ae ER 


0 'T HESE. fee Elines 9 
Sm, well attended to and im- 

proyed, may be ſufficient to in- 
Rug an —__ in the Art of 
Speaking. — The next Part of 
this Lene delates to his Albion. 


Ax 1 — 15 could never -oſe 
Low or Mean Actions, and 
yet all his Actions ought to ſeem 
natural; he muſe look — * 
e On 


( 14 ) 
on Mournful, and Chearful on 
G Subjects. 


— Tux Life of Action is in the 


Face, and conſiſts in the Hoice, 
Eyes, Brows and Mouth; and 
therefore the whole Face ſhou'd be 
adjuſted to the Matter in Hand. 


Aclion muſt be exactly with CT- 


terance, and every Geſture ſhould 
expreſs the Mature of the Words 
he is Uttering. When he intro- 
duces Another ſpeakin g, he ſhould 
uſe ſuch Actions only as aro: Pro: 


* for * 


Tu Poſture of the Body 
ſhould not Change every Moment, 
nor mult it Long keep the /amxe 
Poſition. The Mouth 45 eule not 
be writh d, the Lips bit or lick 'd, 
the Shoulders ſhrugg'd, nor Abe 
Belly thruſt out. 

Tas 


( 15) 


Tux Head muſt not be Lifted 
up too High, nor Stretch d out too 
ar, not Thrown back, nor Hang 
on the Breaſt, nor always Lean 
on the Shoulders. In all calm 
Speeches, it ought to keep its na- 
tural State, and upright Poſition. 
It muſt not be Ke Motion, 
nor always Moving, but ſhould 
gently Torn to the Mecł, ſome- 
times on one Side, ſometimes on the 
Other, as Occafion requires, — 
the Voice may be Heard by all 
the Audience, and then Return 
to its natural Poſture again. The 
Head ſhould be on the ſame fide 
with the A&ions of the Body, ex- 
cept when he expreſſes an Aver- 
fon to any Thing, which is done 
by Rejacting it with the Ri 6 
Paid and 7; uy ning the = 
_ Left. . 


1 


( 16 ) 


H Is Eyes ſhould be always 
5 * the Hud iende, gently 

turming from fide to de, with 
an Air of Refper?, and locking 
them — in the 2 1275 as in 


R 


Bor i in . Helen, d r 
: aileaſ) ber fpcabes: of Heaven, the 
yer muſt "Turn up; when be 
mentions Hell, or and nur 
2 they ſhould 
Turm dumn. He muſt Illo lock 
dom in Humility, up in Ho- 
nur; and, Lift both Eyes and 
Hands: in Ateſtatiom, Font. 
Oat bo, and nen darw 
i 43D Eg ©. T9 9:21 Ty Ir 310929 
Tur Hande, 8, need ne 
eee They ſhould Cor. 
6 with each rb in allt et 
r Geſtures, but if one Mana | 


is 


(617) 
is uſed, it muſt be the Riphz, 
When an Orator ſpeaks of Him- 
elf, the Right Hand ſhould be 
gently laid on the Breaft. All 
2 muſt paſs from the Left 
to the Right Hand, and there 
end. The Motion of the Hands 
'muſt juſt agree with what he is 
Jaying, as either aniting or ſepa- 
rating, inviting or Wan 


raiſing or depreſſing. 


Taz Hands ſhould never be 
"lifted up above the Eyes, nor 
ſhould they be much lower; Nei- 
ther Hand muſt hang down, but 
they ſhould be always in view of 
the Eyes, and correſponding with 


the Motions of the Head, Eyes 
and Body. The Arms ſhould 
not ſtreich out Sideways above 
balf a Foot from the Trunk of 


the Py 


C | Tas 
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(618) 
Tux Left Hand, 8 as I 


hinted before, ſhould never be 


uſed Alone; nor muſt either E/- 


| bow lean upon the Pulpit or the 


Bar. We ſhould avoid all Ac- 
tion in the Exordium to a Ser- 


mon or a Speech; and Begin a 
Following Period always a De- 


gree Lower than we Concluded 


the Former. ay 


Ap now, SIR, ſince a Gen- 


; 1085 Motion, a Fine Geſture, the 
_ Gallantry: and Air of Delivery, 


-mix'd with Courtlineſs and Mo- 


deration, with Decency and Good 
Grace, added to the Harmony 


of a Delicate Voice, charm an 
Audience more than all the Fi- 
gures of Rhetorich, ſure an Ora- 
tor ſhould conſider. well before 


he ſpeaks, and even whilſt he is 
ſpeaking, 


9 
ſpeaking, how to Frame his Voice 
= — his Body: he ſhould a- 
void as much as poſſible all Cough- 
ing and Spitting, practiſe the 
Rules of Pronunciation and Geſ- 
ture in Ordinary Diſcourſe, to 
make 'em the. more natural to 
him, and endeavour to Lengtben 
his Breath by Study and Exer- 
ciſe, Nor can I think it any 
Fault in a young Gentleman of 
your Profeſſion, Six, to ſee ſuch 
a modeſt Play as Cato or 1 
TO george * 12 500 | 

2 I Parc nies Ow 

( Contingere Metam 
Mul ta Tulit, Fecitquè Puer; Su- 
TA \ q He: (3% 74 it Alf * 
Alen F. enere & ri 0 —— 


Net 


10 Derbi in Obclncert to your 
as S1s, I have run 
81 over 
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over what Books I could in this 


ſhort Time, which: lay down 
Rules for ſpeaking- and Action in 
Publick; and thougli this: Eetter 
is an Epitome of Volumes, and 
may ſave you. ſome--7i-me, and 
Pains, and Charge, yet it does 
not pretend to be compleat : not 
will any Thing on this Sabjact, 
which depend: ſo much upon Ha- 
mour and Fancy, ever be thought 
Per ect: But this I can venture 
to ſay: that what I bere preſent 
you with is true Sterling. and 
you may either &eep it thus in 
Barr, or drau it out into 
* . 8 {IV 8 


wy 4 - * Ah a 


al: f uy E. eden all the "Mav- 
ter I met with into the ſhorteſt 
Compaſs, without regarding any 
Ornaments of: Bree which ebuld 
2 1 418 DIL! not 
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not be obſerved without \ſwel- 
ling my Obſervations beyond the 
Size of a Letter. The Books I 
conſulted, indeed, ſeem'd to me 
to be like Bladders diſtended with 
Wind ; and Jam ſure you will 
forgive me for ſucexing the 
Wind out of them, and bring- 
ing more Lines than ever er 
writ into a Nut: foell,. I I' 


if cke long ente Jenn 
Part of Science in a Dropfie, 
eumbered with Wen, and Swelx 
lings, and wiſhed ſome kind 
Hand would reduce them to 
natural Shapes; but I never 
knew ſo well how much a Man 
muſt © Read for a little Know- 
ledge, till you were ꝑleas de to 
* this Tat on me. — 
rs 


Wh (22) 

Ar: longa Vita brevis was the 
Complaint ' of Ola, how cruel 
are The who make Art till 
N 1 as _— en Mr rer 9 


L Ter Abuſe;: "i is chief. 

owing to the Bookfellers, who 
Buy and Sell by Bull and Weight. 
Every Man, ſay they, deſires to 
have enough for his Money, and 
but few Readers mind whether 
tis Lead or ' Gyid: And moſt 
Authors having more H#ords than 
Senſe, they uſe them All to En» 
banſe their Prite, and ſo draw 
the HD much longer n 
ws : IIINTE kb 
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gi are A [gw 
„den c ther Gravity of our 
Ile. 81, will not bad much 
+" 1hould take Care to 
N ſelect 


1 
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(23) 
ſele& the Beſt; and I dare pro- 
miſe that if you practiſ theſe 
Hints, and add your own O- 
ſervations to them, you will 
ſoon perfef# your Voice and 


Geſture. 


Is Town, Sex, you have ſo 
many Examples worthy Imita- 
tion, both in the Senate, on the 
Bench, at the Bar and in the 
Pulpit, that if you well attend 
to them, you can want little 
other Direction; as Cowper-and 
Harcourt, Hanmer and Lech- 
mere, Parker and Price, Powis 
and Vernon, Canterbury and 
York, Ely and Rocheſter, Stan- 
hope and Mos; and therefore 
I ſhall Laſtly, refer you to 
thoſe * Rules, to make up 

8 the 
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